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Message from the Chair 

As Chair of Celebrate NL Inc., I am pleased to submit this report on behalf of the Board 

of Directors. This Annual Report covers the fiscal year 2023-2024 and is prepared in 

accordance with the Transparency and Accountability Act. This report has been 

prepared in accordance with the guidelines for category 2 entities.  

This report outlines the accomplishments of Celebrate NL in relation to the objectives 

established in our 2023-2026 Business Plan. In addition, this report outlines our overall 

mandate and provides key goals and objectives that consider the strategic directions of 

the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador.  

There are events and celebrations that have occurred during this reporting period that 

have had positive economic, social and cultural impacts on Newfoundland and 

Labrador. In particular, the Year of the Arts and Confederation 75 were both planned 

celebrations launched during this planning cycle. Celebrate NL focuses on the tourism, 

culture, arts and recreation sectors, which provides opportunities for tourism and 

hospitality operators, artists, athletes, and Newfoundlanders and Labradorians.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Board members for their 

continued support of our mandate. I acknowledge the continued efforts of the 

employees of Celebrate NL as critical to the successes achieved. My signature below is 

indicative of the Board’s accountability for the preparation of this report and for the 

achievements outlined.  

Sincerely, 

Jamie O’Dea 

Board Chair 
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Entity Overview 

On March 7, 2022, the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador established 

Celebrate NL Inc. (Celebrate NL) as a new Crown corporation under the Corporations 

Act.  

Vision 

Newfoundland and Labrador is a thriving and vibrant location for major events and 

celebrations. 

Mandate 

Celebrate NL’s mandate is to attract major events to the province and foster the 

development and enhancement of celebrations and special events in and about 

Newfoundland and Labrador within the tourism, culture, arts and recreation sectors. 

Lines of Business 

Event Attraction: Celebrate NL attracts major events to Newfoundland and Labrador, 

which have significant economic, social and cultural impacts on the province.  

Event Support, Development and Delivery: Celebrate NL supports and enhances the 

development and delivery of major events, festivals and planned celebrations in 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Staff and Budget 

Celebrate NL currently has six full-time employees. In 2023-24, staffing and operations 

were funded through Celebrate NL’s accumulated surplus. For financial information, 

please see the Financial Statements section of this report. 
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Accessibility 

Pursuant to the event strategy and business plan, Celebrate NL values equity and 

diversity and strives for events and celebrations to be fair, accessible and inclusive. At 

Celebrate NL, we respect the dignity and diversity of all individuals. Please see the 

following link to access Celebrate NL’s 2024-26 Accessibility Plan:  

https://celebratenl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Celebrate-NL-Accessibility-

Plan-2024-2026-Final.pdf  

Board of Directors 

The Minister of Tourism, Culture, Arts and Recreation (TCAR) is the sole shareholder of 

Celebrate NL. The Board of Directors consists of five positions internal to Government 

as follows: 

Chairperson:  Deputy Minister (TCAR); 

Vice-Chairperson: Assistant Deputy Minister of Tourism (TCAR); 

Members: Assistant Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture (TCAR); 

Assistant Deputy Minister of Film, Television, and Recreation 

(TCAR); and  

Assistant Deputy Minister of Treasury Management and Budgeting 

(Department of Finance). 

Physical Location 

6th Floor, West Block 

Confederation Building 

100 Prince Philip Drive 

St. John’s, NL 

A1B 4J6 

Email: info@celebratenl.ca 

Website: www.celebratenl.ca 

https://celebratenl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Celebrate-NL-Accessibility-Plan-2024-2026-Final.pdf
https://celebratenl.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Celebrate-NL-Accessibility-Plan-2024-2026-Final.pdf
mailto:info@celebratenl.ca
http://www.celebratenl.ca/
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Highlights and Partnerships 

Celebrate NL played an active role in several initiatives over the reporting period.  

Outlined below are highlights of planned celebrations, major event collaborations, 

special events and homegrown festivals.   

Planned Celebrations 

Year of the Arts 

In May 2023, the Premier of Newfoundland and Labrador announced that 2024 would 

be the “Year of the Arts”. This planned celebration would highlight Newfoundland and 

Labrador’s rich and vibrant arts and cultural sector. Celebrate NL has helped lead this 

planned celebration with TCAR and key arts industry stakeholders to deliver 

programming and events.  In fall 2023, Celebrate NL delivered the Arts Celebration 

Fund for professional arts organizations to support capacity building in the arts sector. 

Confederation 75 

In February 2024, as part of the commemoration of Newfoundland and Labrador joining 

Canada in 1949, the Provincial Government announced the Confederation 75 

Celebration Grant Program. The program consisted of two separate funding streams 

administered by Celebrate NL. The first stream was the Community Celebrations and 

Events Grant for municipalities, local service districts and Inuit Community 

Governments to support Confederation 75 celebratory events. The second stream was 

the Heritage and Indigenous Cultural Projects Grant for heritage organizations, 

museums, historical societies and Indigenous organizations with a cultural or heritage 

mandate. 

Major Events 

Canadian Folk Music Awards 

In May 2023, the Minister of TCAR announced that Newfoundland and Labrador would 

host the 2024 Canadian Folk Music Awards. Celebrate NL, Destination St. John’s and 
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Music NL submitted a joint bid to bring the folk music showcase to the province and 

Celebrate NL was also on the local planning committee for the event.  Details on the 

event, which took place from April 3 to 7, 2024, will be included in the next reporting 

period.  

Grand Slam of Curling KIOTI National 

In December 2023, it was announced that the Grand Slam of Curling would be coming 

to Newfoundland and Labrador in 2024. The event will take place at Mary Brown’s 

Centre, featuring 16 of the top men’s and women’s teams from around the world. 

Celebrate NL partnered with the City of St. John’s, Destination St. John’s, STEP St. 

John’s and the St. John’s Curling Club to secure the event.  The event takes place from 

November 26 to December 1, 2024.   

Come From Away 

In 2023, the international hit musical, Come From Away, came home to where the story 

unfolded. The production took place at the Joseph R. Smallwood Arts and Culture 

Centre in Gander. Celebrate NL led merchandise and sponsorship for the production. 

The 2023 performances ran from July 7 to September 3. Come From Away was a major 

economic generator for the region and has returned for summer 2024.  

Canadian Pride Curling Championships 

Celebrate NL supported Odds and Ends Curling to host the Canadian Pride Curling 

Championships. Odds and Ends Curling is a St. John’s LGBTQ2+ curling association 

and league that also organizes non-competitive curling events as well as an annual 

bonspiel. The Canadian Pride Curling Championships was a huge success, attracting 

teams from across Canada, and took place at the Remax Centre in St. John’s from 

March 13 to 17, 2024. 
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Special Events 

Event Partnerships with Picture NL 

In April 2023, Celebrate NL partnered with Picture NL and Disney to plan the screening 

and reception for the Newfoundland and Labrador premiere of “Peter Pan and Wendy”, 

which was partially filmed in the province. 

In September 2023, “The King Tide” premiered at the Toronto International Film 

Festival. Celebrate NL partnered with Picture NL and VVS Films to sponsor and plan a 

Newfoundland and Labrador reception at the Toronto International Film Festival 

following the screening.  

In November 2023, Celebrate NL also partnered with Picture NL and the Canadian 

Media Producers Association to host a Newfoundland and Labrador film reception 

following the Canada – United Kingdom Co-Production Forum during Content London. 

Premier’s Athletic Awards 

In October 2023, the Premier hosted the 19th annual Premier’s Athletic Awards. These 

awards not only recognize athletic excellence, but also provide financial support to help 

young athletes with the costs of training and competition. Celebrate NL collaborated 

with TCAR’s Recreation and Sport Division and provided logistical support for this 

special event. 

Creative City Summit 

In October 2023, Celebrate NL partnered with the City of St. John’s to sponsor the 

opening reception of the Creative City Summit. The Creative City Summit offered 

programming that was national in scope and covered areas of local cultural 

development for communities of different sizes and geographies, such as: events and 

festivals, cultural tourism, public art, cultural planning, economic development, 

placemaking and cultural infrastructure. 
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Homegrown Events 

2023 Churchill Park Music Festival 

The Churchill Park Music Festival was a four-night music festival, spanning two 

weekends in August 2023. The festival, supported by Celebrate NL, featured a variety 

of local, national and international performers. This homegrown festival in St. John’s 

had a significant economic impact on the region and is returning in August 2024. 

HarbourVOICES! Choral Festival 

In September 2023, the Minister of TCAR announced the partnership of a new, home-

grown international choral festival for Newfoundland and Labrador. The festival, titled 

“HarbourVOICES! International Festival of Collective Singing Traditions”, took place 

from June 29 to July 4, 2024. Celebrate NL supported the festival and was involved in 

the initial planning sessions for the event.  

2023 St. John’s International CircusFest 

In September 2023, Wonderbolt Productions produced the sixth annual St. John’s 

International CircusFest. The festival, supported by Celebrate NL, brought in circus 

artists from both across Canada and abroad to Newfoundland and Labrador. The 

festival took place across multiple venues, including the Sheraton Hotel and the Arts 

and Culture Centre. The 2024 international festival is scheduled from September 19 to 

22.  

2023 St. John’s International Women’s Film Festival 

The 34th annual St. John’s International Women’s Film Festival, supported by Celebrate 

NL, took place in October 2023. As Canada’s longest-running women’s film festival, it 

featured diverse and exciting new films, panels, pitch sessions and networking events. It 

was an inclusive event, providing a movement for gender equity in the sector, and 

brought critical artist development and creative vitality to Newfoundland and Labrador. 

The 2024 international festival is scheduled from October 22 to 26.  
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Report on Performance 

Issue #1: Attract Major Events 

Major events deliver critical economic benefits to Newfoundland and Labrador. They 

bring visitors to the province, which in turn creates positive economic spin-offs to hotels, 

restaurants, bars, stores and shops, artisans and crafters, musicians and artists and our 

tourism operators.  

Attracting major events aligns with the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador’s 

strategic direction of making Newfoundland and Labrador a tourism destination of 

choice. 

Goal 

By March 31, 2026, Celebrate NL will have brought major events to Newfoundland and 

Labrador having significant economic, social and cultural impacts on the province.  

Goal Indicator 

• Number of major events held in Newfoundland and Labrador.

Objective 2023-2024 

By March 31, 2024, Celebrate NL will have worked with partners to attract major events. 

Indicator 1 

Number of engagements with partners and industry stakeholders. 

During the reporting period, Celebrate NL had more than 80 engagements with partners 

and industry stakeholders on major events.    

In 2023-24, Celebrate NL maintained ongoing relationships with partner organizations, 

committees and internal working groups in the areas of tourism, culture, arts and 
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recreation. Celebrate NL worked with key partners to explore event attraction 

opportunities. Celebrate NL attended Sport Event Congress, a Canadian sport tourism 

conference with sport organizations and rights holders. In addition, Celebrate NL 

attended SpoHoX, a conference for destinations, sport event organizers, venues, 

hospitality and travel professionals and met with key partners and national sport 

organizations. Celebrate NL also participated with key partners in two Event Atlantic 

Best Practice Missions in Montreal and Scotland. Celebrate NL sponsored the Event 

Atlantic conference in June 2023 and met regularly with partners in the Atlantic region.  

In addition, Celebrate NL was a member of Event Atlantic, Sport Tourism Canada and 

Destinations International.  

Indicator 2 

Number of partnerships established.  

As detailed in the Highlights and Partnerships section, Celebrate NL worked with key 

partners to attract major events to Newfoundland and Labrador. Major events generate 

significant economic, social and cultural impacts. During the reporting period, Celebrate 

NL assisted in attracting and/or supporting the following seven major events with 

partners: the Canadian Folk Music Awards, the Canadian Pride Curling Championships, 

Come From Away, the Creative City Summit, the Event Atlantic Summit, the Grand 

Slam of Curling and the Made in Canada: Sustainable Fibre Arts Conference.  

Issue #2: Support, Develop and Deliver Events 

Planned celebrations and events deliver important economic benefits to Newfoundland 

and Labrador. Planned celebrations and events also provide positive social impacts by 

providing opportunities for shared experiences and social connections, and cultural 

impacts, by celebrating and honouring Newfoundland and Labrador’s heritage and 

history.  
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Supporting, developing and delivering events aligns with the Government of 

Newfoundland and Labrador’s strategic direction of promoting our creative and cultural 

industries.  

Goal 

By March 31, 2026, Celebrate NL will have supported, developed and delivered events 

having positive economic, social and cultural impacts on the province.  

Goal Indicators 

• Number of events supported.

• Number of events developed and delivered.

Objective 2023-2024 

By March 31, 2024, Celebrate NL will have worked with partners to support, develop 

and deliver events in Newfoundland and Labrador.  

Indicator 1 

Number of engagements with partners and industry stakeholders. 

In 2023-24, Celebrate NL had more than 100 engagements with partners and industry 

stakeholders to support, develop and deliver events in Newfoundland and Labrador.  

Celebrate NL’s provincial partners include but are not limited to the following: 

• Government of Newfoundland and Labrador;

• Tourism, culture, arts and recreation entities and sector organizations;

• Sport Tourism Event Partnership St. John’s;

• Provincial Destination Management/Marketing Organizations; and

• Event/Festival Organizers.
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Indicator 2 

Number of partnerships established. 

In 2023-24, Celebrate NL collaborated with partners and supported 267 projects to 

assist in the development and delivery of Year of the Arts, Confederation 75 and events 

and initiatives in and/or about Newfoundland and Labrador as follows:  

• Celebrate NL supported 48 professional arts organizations through the Arts

Celebration Fund;

• Celebrate NL supported 189 projects through the Confederation 75 Celebration

Grant Program; and

• Celebrate NL entered into 30 partnerships for events and initiatives. A total of 20

of these partnerships were for Year of the Arts and 10 were for other partnership

opportunities, memberships and events.

For a full list of the organizations, projects and partnerships supported, please see 

Appendix A.  

Opportunities and Challenges 

Celebrate NL will continue to seek opportunities to work with pertinent stakeholders in 

the tourism, culture, arts and recreation sectors to attract major events to Newfoundland 

and Labrador. Furthermore, Celebrate NL will work with strategic partners in pursuit of 

its mandate to support the development and delivery of major, homegrown and special 

events. 

Event attraction is an extremely competitive market.  Some challenges include: event 

venue and infrastructure capacity; increasing financial bid requirements; sport and 

event hosting capacity; climate unpredictability; and air access and related costs. 
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Newfoundland and Labrador is hosting the Canada Games in 2025, which creates 

significant opportunities for sport hosting in the future. The Canada Games will create 

new and improved sport and community facilities, leading to improved infrastructure and 

increased capacity. Celebrate NL has the opportunity to differentiate the province from 

competitors by: utilizing unique venues and vibrant cultural experiences; highlighting the 

province’s natural wonder and landscape; and showcasing our world-class tourism and 

hospitality. This will continue to elevate the province’s event landscape and bring 

positive economic, social and cultural impacts to Newfoundland and Labrador.  



CELEBRATE NL INC. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

MARCH 31, 2024 

Financial Information































Appendix A: Programming and Partnership Recipients 

Arts Celebration Fund Recipients (48): 

• Artistic Fraud of Newfoundland

• Bonavista Biennale

• Botwood Mural Arts Society Inc.

• Boulder Publications

• Breakwater Books

• CB Nuit

• Corner Brook Arts Centre
Association

• DanceNL

• Eastern Edge Gallery

• Eastern Labrador Arts Alliance

• Engen Books Ltd.

• Flanker Press Ltd.

• Friends of Writers at Woody Point

• Girl Power Inc.

• Grand Bank Regional
Theatre/Lighthouse Production

• Kittiwake Dance Theatre

• Lawnya Vawnya

• MusicNL

• Neighbourhood Dance Works

• Newfoundland Quarterly

• Newfoundland Symphony
Orchestra

• Newfoundland Independent
Filmmakers Co-op

• Newfoundland and Labrador Folk
Arts Society

• Ochre Fest

• Opera on the Avalon

• Perchance Theatre

• PerSIStence Theatre Company

• Placentia Area Theatre d’Heritage
Committee

• Resource Centre for the Arts

• Riddle Fence Publishing Inc.

• Soundbone Traditional Arts
Foundation

• Southern Shore Folk Arts Council

• St. John's International Women's
Film Festival

• St. John's Storytelling Festival

• St. Michael's Artists-Printmakers
Association

• Stephenville Theatre Festival

• The Nickel Independent Film
Festival

• Theatre Newfoundland Labrador

• Tuckamore Festival Inc.

• Union House Arts

• Visual Artists Newfoundland &
Labrador

• White Rooster Theatre

• Winterset in Summer

• Wonderbolt Productions Inc.

• WritersNL

• Rising Tide Association

• Running the Goat

• Shakespeare by the Sea



Confederation 75 Celebration Grant Program Recipients: 

Confederation 75 Community Celebrations (130): 

• Aquaforte

• Badger

• Baine Harbour

• Barachois Brook

• Bauline

• Bay de Verde

• Bay Roberts

• Baytona

• Beachside

• Belleoram

• Birchy Bay

• Bishop's Falls

• Bonavista

• Bryant's Cove

• Burlington

• Cape St George

• Carbonear

• Cartwright

• Cavendish

• Centreville-
Wareham-Trinity

• Channel-Port aux
Basques

• Chapel Arm

• Charlottetown

• Clarenville

• Coachman's Cove

• Comfort Cove -
Newstead

• Conception Harbour

• Conche

• Cormack

• Corner Brook

• Deer Lake

• Elliston

• Embree

• Englee

• Fairbanks/
Hillgrade

• Ferryland

• Fleur de Lys

• Fogo Island

• Fox Harbour

• Gallants

• Gambo

• Gander

• Gaultois

• Gillams

• Glenburnie-Birchy
Head-Shoal Brook

• Glovertown

• Grand Bank

• Grand Falls-
Windsor

• Harbour Breton

• Harbour Grace

• Harbour Main,
Chapel's Cove &
Lakeview

• Heart's Content

• Heart's Delight-
Islington

• Heart's Desire

• Hopedale Inuit
Community
Government

• Hughes Brook

• Humber Arm South

• Indian Bay

• Irishtown-
Summerside

• King's Point

• La Scie

• Lamaline

• L'Anse Au Loup

• Leading Tickles

• Lewisporte

• Little Bay

• Little Burnt Bay

• Lord's Cove

• Meadows

• Miles Cove

• Ming's Bight

• Mount Carmel-
Mitchell's Brook-St.
Catherine's

• Mount Pearl

• Musgrave Harbour

• New Perlican

• Norris Point

• North River

• Old Perlican

• Pacquet

• Paradise

• Parker's Cove

• Pasadena

• Pilley’s Island

• Placentia

• Point Au Gaul

• Point Leamington

• Point Lance

• Point May

• Port Anson

• Port au Choix

• Port Blandford

• Port Rexton

• Pouch Cove

• Reidville

• Rencontre East

• Renews-
Cappahayden

• Robert's Arm

• Roddickton-Bide
Arm

• Rose Blanche-
Harbour Le Cou

• Salmon Cove

• Salvage

• Sandringham

• Seal Cove (Fortune
Bay)

• Seal Cove (White
Bay)



• Small Point-Broad 
Cove-Blackhead-
Adams Cove

• Smith's Harbour

• South Brook

• Spaniard's Bay

• St. Jacques –
Coomb’s Cove

• St. Brendan’s

• St. Bride's

• St. Lawrence 

• St. Lewis

• St. Shott's

• St. Vincent's-St. 
Stephen's-Peter's 
River

• St. Georges

• Stephenville

• Summerford

• Torbay

• Trinity
• Trinity Bay North 

• Triton

• Twillingate

• Upper Island Cove

• Wabana

• Westport

• Whiteway

• Winterton

• Witless Bay

• Woodstock 



Confederation 75 Heritage and Indigenous Cultural Projects (59): 

• Association of Newfoundland and
Labrador Archives

• Badger Brook First Nation Inc

• Banting Historical Trust Inc.

• Bleak House Museum Association
Inc.

• Botwood Heritage Society

• Brimstone Culture and Historical
Society

• Burgeo First Nation

• Burin Heritage Tourism Association

• Cape Freels Heritage Trust Inc.

• Cape Random Trust Inc.

• Cartwright Town Council - Museum

• Champney's West Heritage Group
Inc.

• Chapel Restoration Committee -
Blackhead, Cape Spear Inc.
(Blackhead Museum)

• Clarenville Heritage Society Inc.

• Conception Bay Museum

• Cow Head Conservation and
Heritage Committee Inc.

• Cupids Legacy Inc.

• Dermot Lee Memorial, RC Legion
Veterans Interpretation Centre

• Eastport Peninsula Arts & Heritage
Society Inc.

• Fishing for Success Inc.

• Gillams Historical Society Inc

• Golden Culture & Heritage
Guardians Inc.

• Grand Bank Heritage Society

• Greenspond Historical Society

• Heritage Bay de Verde

• Indigenous Performing Arts NL Inc.

• International Lounge Foundation

• Kings Point Heritage Society

• LB Cultural & Historical Society

• Leading Tickles Heritage Society

• Lewisporte and Area Heritage
Society Inc.

• Manuels River Community Inc.

• Matthew Legacy Inc

• Mi'kmaw Cultural Foundation

• Newfoundland & Labrador
Historical Society

• Newfoundland Historic Trust

• Newfoundland Railway Coastal
Museum Foundation Inc.

• Norris Point Heritage Committee

• O'Brien Farm Foundation

• Old Perlican Heritage Committee

• Our Lady of Mercy Complex
Committee Inc.

• Over the Top Museum

• Pasadena Heritage Society - NL
Inc.

• Pilley's Island Heritage Society Inc.

• Placentia 350 Inc.

• Placentia Area Historical Society

• Placentia West Heritage
Committee

• Point Leamington Heritage Council

• Port au Port Indian Band Inc.

• Port Blandford Heritage Society
Inc

• Port De Grave Peninsula Heritage
Society Inc.

• Pouch Cove Heritage Society

• Sir Wilfred Thomason Grenfell
Historical Society

• The Arnold's Cove Heritage
Foundation

• The Wooden Boat Museum of
Newfoundland and Labrador

• Them Days Incorporated

• Torbay Folk Arts Council Inc.

• Torbay Museum

• Trinity Historical Society Inc.



Year of the Arts Partnerships (20): 

• Arts NL Programming

• Arts NL Television Series Partnership

• Business and Arts NL Conference

• City of St. John’s Programming and Activities

• First Light Artist Residences and Exhibitions

• Kiwanis Music Festival

• Music NL – HarbourVOICES! Choral Festival

• Music NL – Programming and Initiatives 2023

• Music NL – Programming and Initiatives 2024

• Neighbourhood Dance Works – Atlantic Dance Gathering

• NL Craft Council Conference

• NL Folk Arts Society – Free Daytime Programming

• NL Folk Arts Society – Youth Programming

• Picture NL Screening Initiative (Corner Brook and St. John's)

• Provincial Theatre Arts Festival
• St. John’s Fashion Week

• St. John's International CircusFest
• St. John’s International Women’s Film Festival

• The Rooms Programming

• VVS Films – “The King Tide” Screening

• Canadian Folk Music Awards

• Churchill Park Music Festival

• Come From Away

• Destinations International

• Event Atlantic

• Grand Slam of Curling

• Hospitality Newfoundland and Labrador Conference

• Picture NL – Co-Production Forum – Newfoundland and Labrador event

• Picture NL – Toronto International Film Festival – Newfoundland and Labrador 
event

• Sport Tourism Canada 

Other Partnerships (10): 






